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Mr. Joseph F. Curto, Jr. & Staff
Yonkers Indoor Tennis Center, Inc.
493 Sprain Road

YonkerstY 10710 ///. v / T /Mwlé

hanks to your generosity and your compassion, the 16" annual Toy Drive was a very happy day for
hundreds of families whose children receive their medical care at Sound Shore Medical Center’s Pediatric
Clinic. The children who attended the SSMC Holiday Toy Drive Party visited with Santa, played with
their new toys, tasted delicious refreshments and danced with lively cartoon characters. Sounds of
laughter filled the room and the true meaning of the Holiday Season was alive and well for all to enjoy!

Support from friends like you and the overwhelming response from corporations, schools, scout troops
and civic organizations throughout the region allowed us the opportunity to sponsor such a well received
and recognized event. Over 100 community volunteers offered their time, including students from New
Rochelle, Pelham, White Plains, Somers, and Cold Spring schools. Members of the New Rochelle Police
Department also volunteered their time to provide a safe and organized event.

In November, just a few weeks before our big SSMC Holiday Toy Party, we distributed over 320 bags of
groceries and 892 new winter coats to children in need. This is the third year we were able to offer food to
families thanks to a magnificant partnership between the Westchester Coalition of the Hungry and
Homeless, Steiner Foods, Yonkers Indoor Tennis and Sound Shore Medical Center.  Also, now in its
fourth year, the SSMC/Adriana Jude Community Service Scholarship offered us the chance to work with
dedicated student interns whose interests include community organizing and humanitarian efforts. This
year we added an additional element to our events. Jean Marzollo, author of the 7 Spy books, collaborated
with us so that we were able to give out 1,000 new 7 Spy books.

Your thoughtfulness embodied the spirit of the holidays and we thank you for remembering our very
special mission. On behalf of those lives that have been touched by you, we are most appreciative.

Sincerely,

/23///

Patricia A. Devine, MD

Co-Chair SSMC Toy and Coat Drive
Acting Co-Chair, Obstetrics & Gynecology
Chief, Maternal-Fetal Medicine
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Kathy Curto, grateful for the care she recelved at Sound Shore Medical

In New Roche]le, grateful patient gives back

Hammn Adely
hadety@lohud com

NEW ROCHELLE — Catherine
Jiminez held on tight to her son’s
hand as his eyes darted from Santa
to the table of snacks to the new rat-
tle toy on his wrist.

The holiday party at Sound Shore
Medical Center was comin, |
end, but she wanted a break from
the action to say hello to organizer
Kathy Curto.

“I just want to thank you. This is
a wonderful thing you do for the
children,” Jiminez told her,

Earlier in the weelt, Jiminez had
received a bag of groceries and a

new snowsuit for her I-year-old son.
The family was one of hundreds
who were given food packages and
new coats through the hospital's
16th annual Toy & Coat Drive.
Curto, 42, helped found the Toy
& Coat Drive 16 years ago as a way

to an  to help low-income families who had

used the pediatric outpatient clinic.
Before she was a volunteer at the
medical center, though, Curto was
a patient.

In 1993, Curto received a diagno-
sis of a parasitic disease called toxo-
plasmosis, and she worried that she
would pass it on to her unborn child.

On LoHud

Read more news about New Rochelle
and the Sound Shara area on our
new local blog:
soundshore,LoHudblogs.com.

The case was rare, and Curto's
doctor, Patricia Devine, reached out
to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to get Curto some
needed, but still experimental, an-
ub:uhcs.

Her daughter, Adriana Jude, was
born healthy and without complica-

Center during a high-risk pregnancy, launched an annual Toy & Coat Drive.

SEE HERO, 20

HERO: Former patient helps new ones

CONTINUED FROM 1D

tions in September of that
year. Curto was flush with
gratitude and wanted to give
back, so she asked Devine
how she could help.

Curto then collected toys at
her daughter’s christening to

. donate to children in need
who used the hospital.

“It’s part of my sensibility
to say thank you, and I felt
like this was the right way to

- doit,” said Curto, who lives in
. Cold Spring and now has four
children.

Since then, Curto has

. worked with Devine and hus-
band, Joseph, to lead the pro-

. gram every year.

' In its first year, 60 toys
.. were distributed. This year,
more than 1,000 toys were
given out at two holiday par-

. ties, and families also got 800

new coats and 300 bags of
groceries.

Students also volunteer at
the event, and a scholarship
is awarded annually in Adri-
ana’s name.

Curto’s work with the Toy
& Coat Drive has helped in-
spire the whole hospital com-
munity, said John Spicer,
chief executive officer of
Sound Shore Medical Center.,
He ?lmd ?1urto had spent
countless hours organizing
and leading by example.

The event also helps the
community become more
comfortable with the hospital
environment and more will-
ing to use the clinics they

. need, Spicer said.
T think it makes everyone .

in the hospital certainly feel
good,” he said, “and I think
the community has become
remarkably appreciative.”

Who’s your
local hero?

The Joumal News Is seeking
your nominatlons for a “Local
Hero® so we can spotlight
community members of all
ages who deserve credit for
going beyond the call of duty to
help their friends and
nelghbars,

We expect to receive many
nominations, and will do our
best to writs up as many
people as possible. If we can't
cover your nominee, we'll give
them a shout out on
LoHud.com.

Nominees must be willing to be
photographed and Interviewed
by The Journal News, Send a
brief e-mail explaining why your
person should be a “Local
Hero” to Liz Anderson at
ecanders@iohud.com.
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